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Prof. Dr.  
Martin Roussel  
Associate Director  

Cologne, July 1 7, 2026  

Call for Applications  

Fellowship s (Junior/Senior)  Summer  Semester  202 7 

The Erich Auerbach Institute for Advanced Studies invites applications for the sum-

mer  semester 202 7 

 for up to four Senior Fellowships  for a period of one (up to a maximum of two) 

months in cooperation with a Cologne partner  

 for up to five Junior Fellowships  for a period of one to three months in cooper-

ation with a Cologne partner  

The Auerbach Institute offers faculty members the space to develop innovative re-

search concepts in collaboration with international colleagues and to explore inter-

disciplinary interfaces.  

Fellowships  

The Call is addressed at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities to the group of  

 full - time professors and  

 employees with a doctorate  

who apply together with  

 an outstanding experienced researcher (Senior Fellow)  or 

 an ambitious young scholar after the doctorate (Junior Fellow)  

Fellows with whom cooperation  already exists or a more intensive cooperation is in-

tended are addressed. The Fellowship period should be within the Cologne lecture 

period from April 5 to July 16 , 2027 . 

In addition to project - related research with the recruiting colleague, the fellows will 

give a lecture as a part of a public lecture series at the Auerbach Institute. The fel-

lowship offer s  the freedom to advance the respective project and to establish and 

expand contacts with colleagues of the faculty. For this purpose, the fellows will 

have their own workspace and the opportunity to organize their own workshops or 

conferences.  

Research Focus  

In the summer semester of 2027, the Auerbach Institute's annual research focus 

will center on the theme of Cohesion –  Forms and Practices of Bonding and Disso-

lution . In public debates, current crises are frequently interpreted as expressions of 

a loss of social cohesion. From a humanities and cultural studies perspective, how-

ever, societal fragmentation can often be attributed not merely to a lack of cohe-

sion, but als o to tensions between competing, equally powerful forms of cohesion.  

The annual research focus draws on the diversity of perspectives within the hu-

manities and cultural studies to critically interrogate and conceptually redefine the 

notion of cohesion. Rather than understanding cohesion as a universally measura-

ble or inhere ntly positive property of social systems, it foregrounds its historical, 

cultural, and relational production. From this perspective, cohesion first appears as 

a historically situated claim about social order. The focus is on how different forms 

of society  –  from kinship - based communities to modern nation - states  –  articulate, 
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produce, and negotiate cohesion. In this context, fragmentation need not neces-

sarily be understood as the dissolution of social bonds; it may equally signal the 

emergence of alternative forms of cohesion, for instance in extremist milieus or 

digital counte r- publics. Cohesive forces are therefore neither inherently desirable 

from a normative perspective nor inherently democratic.  

In contrast to social research that remains predominantly Western -  and present -

oriented, the annual research focus combines a longue durée  perspective  –  from 

ancient Egypt to the present  –  with transregional approaches, particularly with re-

gard to the Global South. At the same time, it proceeds from the assumption that 

social cohesion arises not only from shared values or norms but also from material 

infrastructures, artifacts, and built env ironments that stabilize, transform, or disrupt 

social formations. Approaches from media and cultural studies, infrastructure stud-

ies, and network theory are particularly well suited to exploring these questions.  

The humanities perspective situates these questions within a long intellectual his-

tory, ranging from Ibn Khaldun's concept of ʿasabiyyah , through Durkheim's theory 

of solidarity, to more recent assemblage theory, actor - network theory, and theories 

of difference, including the work of Bruno Latour, Judith Butler, and Cornelius Cas-

toriadis. In doing so, the annual research focus engages with  central concerns of 

the research initiative “In|Cohesion. Post - Anthropocentric and Transregional Per-

spectives on Practices, Materials, and Environments of Togetherness ” at the Fac-

ulty of Arts and Humanities. Its aim is to harness the conceptual openness o f cohe-

sion as a productive heuristic for exchange between fellows and hosts at the Auer-

bach Institute and, beyond the confines of predominantly quantitative social re-

search, to develop a more differentiated understanding of processes of communali-

zation and  their dissolution.  

Elegibility  

The s election criteria for the Fellowships are academic qualification and originality 

of the proposed joint project, as well as the contribution of the project to the devel-

opment of sustainable international relations. The selection is made by the Advisory 

Boar d of the Auerbach Institute.  

Application  

Applications consist of  (please merge into one PDF file) : 

 a 1-  to 2 - page cover letter (with information on the preferred period of resi-

dence)  

 a curriculum vitae of the proposed fellow  

 a list of publications of the host and the planned fellow  

 a proposal for a joint research project of max. 2000 words  

 a summary of max. 200 words, which illustrates the significance of the project, 

even for those not familiar with the subject  

 

The application deadline is October  31, 202 6 . 

 

Please send applications in digital form to the Associate Director of the Auerbach 

Institute, who will also be available to answer any questions you may have:  
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Apl. P rof.  Dr. Martin Roussel  

martin.roussel@uni - koeln.de  


